
TOWN OF RUSSIA 
PO BOX 126, 8916 NORTH MAIN STREET 

POLAND, NY 13431 

BOARD of ASSESSMENT 

REVIEW MEMBER 

OPENING 

There is one opening for a 

Board of Assessment Re-

view member, to serve a five 

year term.  Duties include 

training with earning a cer-

tificate.  The board is to 

hear and rule on all com-

plaints about assessments, 

on the fourth Tuesday in 

May of each year, and sets 

the final assessment.  This 

usually requires  a few 

hours set aside one day for 

the hearing of the com-

plaints.  It is a paid posi-

tion. 

INFORMATION 

We are questioned often 

about our employee health 

insurance.  The town fi-

nance’s health benefits for 

our four full-time highway 

employees, highway super-

intendent and town clerk, 

only. 

 

HOME GRANT 

The Division of Housing 

and Community Renewal 

has awarded the town of 

Russia a $ 400,000 grant 

to assist the town’s resi-

dential units.  The pro-

gram will help to elimi-

nate substandard and 

unsafe housing condi-

tions.  All income-eligible 

households within the 

town’s boundaries are 

encouraged to apply for 

assistance, but there will 

be a significant focus on 

the frail and elderly and 

applicants with physical 

disabilities.  Funds will be 

used to bring homes in 

line with all codes issues, 

thereby making the 

homes safer and healthier 

places to live.   In addi-

tion to correcting present 

code violations, the funds 

will also be used to re-

move any physical barri-

ers that might exist and 

to improve accessibility 

for those who have trou-

ble moving around 

within their homes.  Our 

goal is to improve the 

safety, efficiency and over-

all living conditions of 

the town’s housing stock. 

Client intake and applica-

tion forms for housing assis-

tance will be made available 

at the town of Russia Mu-

nicipal Building, and they 

will also be mailed upon 

request.  These applications 

will solicit relevant informa-

tion to determine program 

eligibility. 

We encourage all residents 

with a need to apply.  In-

come limits have been in-

creased, as well as the scope 

of work allowed under this 

grant.  We look forward to 

serving our residents, and 

will help to eliminate sub-

standard and unsafe hous-

ing conditions. 

CONCERT IN THE 

PARK 

Mark your calendar’s:  

Thursday, July 21st, 2011 at 

6:00 PM.  Joe Angerosa at 

Town Park.  Last year’s con-

cert was a huge success.  

Watch for more informa-

tion as the event nears. 

RECREATION COMMISSION  

On October 6, 2010, due to 

an unfortunate untimely pass-

ing, we lost a valuable member 

of our town Recreation Com-

mission;  Rebecca (Becky) 

Carnright.  She was an active 

member who helped design 

our Summer Youth Program, 

as well as all our recreation 

fund-raising events.  You could 

count on Becky to voluntarily 

work along side other recrea-

tion members at all of our 

functions.  She will truly be 

missed.  Thank you Becky 

from the entire town of Russia 

Staff, and our condolences to 

her family. 
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SUPERVISOR’S NEWS 

FRANCES DONLEY 



We are proud to report that the 

town of Russia was presented with 

an Excellence In Equity Award 

from the New York State Office of 

Real Property Tax Department.  

This was achieved by our Assessor 

monitoring a re-assessment that en-

sures that our property owners are 

fairly assessed and do not pay more 

pect to see a  $ 2.99 DECREASE 

per thousand of assessed valua-

tion due to the recent equaliza-

tion rate improvement from 

61.25 % to 100 %.  This was all 

the direct result of the re-

evaluation process done by the 

Town of Russia in 2010. 

or less than their fair share of taxes. 

In further reporting, Herkimer County 

reported to the Evening Telegram that, 

while many towns will see an increase 

in county taxes for the 2011 year of  

$ 4.94 to $ 5.14 per thousand dollars 

of assessed value, or approximately 

3.94 % increase, while in contrast the 

Town of Russia residents should ex-

CODES DEPARTMENT —  Carl Irwin 
On the trash, The Maintenance 

Code states, all exterior property and 

premises, and the interior of every 

structure, shall be free from any accu-

mulation of rubbish or garbage. Also 

all premises shall be maintained free 

from weeds or plant growth in excess 

of 10 inches. This shall not include 

trees, shrubs or cultivated flowers or 

gardens. 

                                                                                        

Happy Holidays                                                                                                                  

Carl Irwin, Codes Officer 

Town of Russia 

With 2010 coming to an end, so is the 

building season for the Town of Rus-

sia.  During the past year the Town has 

had its share of new construction, with 

9 certificates of occupancy for new 

single family dwellings, 6 additions, 5 

new camps, 9 pole barns, 3 garages 

and 4 single family dwellings in pro-

gress. These are all nice attractive addi-

tions to the town that will also add to 

the tax base. 

There are still some residents of the 

town that chose to start their building 

projects without first obtaining a build-

ing permit and their response is al-

ways, “I didn’t know I needed a permit 

for that”. In general, any structure over 

144 sq. ft. requires a building permit 

and a land use permit. If you have any 

doubt, give me a call at 315-868-0102 

and I will inform you of what your 

responsibilities are. 

Then, there is the complaint depart-

ment, the biggest being junk cars and 

the accumulation of trash. You are 

only allowed two unregistered vehicles 

on your premises and if they are noth-

ing but junk lets get rid of them too. 

TOWN JUSTICE COURT —  Louis Gauthier and William Weakley 

REPORT ON EXCELLENCE IN EQUITY — Supervisor Donley 
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   TOWN COURT IS IN SESSION  

      WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

            BEGINS AT 7 PM. 

   COURT PHONE:  826-3074   

  

Please leave a message, with your 

name, phone number and need 

from the court.  Clearly state all 

information so it will be possible 

for the clerk or justice to contact you 

regarding your matter of interest. 

 

The Court Clerk is available on 

Wednesday evenings, prior to regular 

court sessions to collect fines or fees, 

or to answer telephone calls associ-

ated with court proceedings.   

 

 

 Justice Weakley 

Pictured here with Justice Louis 

Gauthier 



                                                                                        

Happy Holidays                                                                                                                                                                             

    2010  2011 

TOWN OF RUSSIA 

 Outside Villages  $4.54  $ 2.37 

 Inside Villages   $3.92   $ 2.78 

Poland Fire Dist    1.06       .60 

Remsen Fire Dist      .93      .49 

Herkimer County    8.21    5.22 

   2010  2011 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

 POLAND CENTRAL $ 21.00  $ 12.05 

 REMSEN CENTRAL    34.00     20.51 

ADIRONDACK CTRL    22.00                  13.60 

HOLLAND PATENT    30.00                  18.26 

 

ASSESSOR  —  Bruce Weakley 

TAX RATES PER $ 1,000 OF ASSESSED VALUE 

your destination.  Drive safely. 

Superintendent of Highways    
Joseph M. Longstaff 

To let people know, the Highway Department 

has moved into its new building located at 

9274 State Route 28, Poland.  An open house 

was held on September 25th.  Anyone who did 

not know about this and would like to visit 

the garage is welcome to stop in at your con-

venience as long as someone is present to 

show you around.  We are very proud of the 

building. 

 

The highway crew started moving around the 

end of June, and we are settled in now, but 

there is always something to move around in 

order to be work friendly, and getting familiar 

with where we relocated all of our supplies 

and materials. 

CHIP’s funding from the state was spent on 

resurfacing many of our hard surface roads.  

The upper end of Wheelertown Road, Spall 

Road South, Wheelertown Extension, Simp-

son, Pardee, Plumb and Military Road (out of 

the Village of Cold Brook) were resurfaced.  

Sections of those roads that really needed 

something done to them so they have a longer 

surface life were repaired.  CHIP’s funding 

for the 2011 year is questionable, on how 

much the town will receive, mostly in part 

due to the economic conditions that the state 

is in.  It depends on what funds will be avail-

able for the 2011 year. 

Sand is all stockpiled, plow trucks are being 

worked on, getting ready for the approaching 

winter months.  Always remember to watch 

for snowplows, slow down or stop when you 

see an approaching plow truck.  Remember if 

the weather gets bad, leave a little early for 

adopted a Cold War veterans 

exemption for those who served 

between 1945 and 1991 and are 

not already receiving an exemp-

tion.  Contact our office for fur-

ther information, prior to 

March 1st. 

 

.As in the past, applications for a 

new STAR or veterans exemp-

tion on your residence must be 

filed in the assessors office prior 

to March 1, 2011.  To receive the 

enhanced STAR, the property 

owner must be 65 years of age by 

December 31, 2011 and meet 

income requirements. 

Applications and further informa-

tion are available in our office and 

will be accepted at anytime prior 

to March 1st. 

Renewal notices for the STAR en-

hanced will be mailed out in De-

cember. 

A reminder that the County has 

FROM THE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT —  Joseph Longstaff 
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NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE  

COMPLETED   

AUGUST 2010    



As of January 1st, 2011, each town 

will  be responsible for the licensing 

of all dogs, and the mailing of all 

renewal forms.  The State of New 

York Legislature did however favor 

continuing to collect the Population 

control fees associated with each 

dog license issued.  The town must 

send this fee to the state each month 

for the licenses that it has issued 

during the month.  This fee will con-

tinue to be used for programs 

throughout the state for the altering 

of unaltered dogs.  At the age of four 

months old, every dog should be 

licensed in the town in which they 

are harbored in.  Tickets will be is-

sued to the owners of all unlicensed 

pet regularly, and report any ar-

eas of concern to your veterinarian 

immediately to avoid the prob-

lems associated with Lyme Dis-

ease. 

The Dog Control Officer is Patricia 

Scofield, and she may be reached 

at 826-7629.  This is a part time 

position, and she will handle calls 

by the importance of the matter as 

they are brought to her attention.   

If anyone is interested in adopting 

a dog — please call Pat first.  She 

may have a number of them at the 

shelter.       

Merry Christmas  

 Jeanne and Brenda 

dogs.  Call this office at 826-3432 

with any questions, or to report any 

unlicensed dogs.  I also want to re-

mind everyone that if they harbor a 

dog, then the dog must have a cur-

rent rabies vaccination.  The town 

has enacted a DOG CONTROL LAW 

that makes it unlawful for any owner 

to permit their dog to “Be at 

Large” (unleashed and on property 

open to the public, or on private 

property not owner or leased by the 

owner of the dog — unless permis-

sion for such presence has been ob-

tained.  The veterinarians in the area 

are also reporting an increase in 

dogs and cats that have been in-

fected by deer tics, so check your 

MATERIAL SAND AND GRAVEL (MS & G) - update                            Highway Garage Pictures 

JANUARY 11, 2011, at 7:00 PM, PUBLIC 

HEARING will be held.  

 MS & G has requested an interpretation 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals for the 

following: 

   Determine if the proposed Asphalt Dis-

patch Plant is an extension of mining. 

TAX COLLECTOR  —  LuAnn Jenkins 

DOG LICENSING — Jeanne Barley, Clerk and Brenda Belfiore, Deputy Clerk 
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PLANNING BOARD NEWS 

 

The town Planning board regular 

meetings are held on the fourth 

Monday of each month at 7pm.  

Completed applications must be 

submitted at least 10 days prior 

to the Regular meeting date.  

Applications received after the 

deadline will be placed on the 

agenda for the following months 

business.    

 

TAX COLLECTION DATES 

The Town of Russia Tax Collector will be at the Town Office Building, 8916 N. Main Street, Po-

land, NY, at the following times during January, February & March 2011 to collect taxes if you 

wish to pay in person.  Please make sure your checks and or cash are for the exact amount 

due.  If you have any questions please call the Town office at 315-826-3432. 
 
JANUARY  Mondays:    8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
   Thursdays:   9 am – 3 pm 
   Saturdays:    9 am – 12 noon 
   Closed:  Saturday 1st & Monday 17th 
FEBRUARY  Mondays: 9 am – 2 pm 
   Thursdays: 9 am – 2 pm 
   Closed: Monday 21st 
MARCH  Thursdays: 9 am – 2 pm 
   OPEN Thursday 31st 8:30 am – 4 pm 

 



2010 SENIOR TRIP — Town of Russia Senior’s Age 60 + 

TOWN OF RUSSIA RECREATION PROGRAM — Frances Donley 

and the fee for an un-spayed or un-

neutered dog will be $ 15.00, 

which also includes the assess-

ment of a $ 3.00 fee for animal 

population and control. 

A replacement tag fee of $ 3.00, 

will be assessed if the owner ap-

plies for a new tag.  Also, an enu-

meration fee of $ 5.00 will be as-

sessed to all dogs found unli-

censed or delinquent at the time 

the enumeration is conducted. 

Public Hearing on Monday, Dec. 

27th at 6 PM, office building. 

On December 13th, 2010 the town 

board  introduced Local Law # 2 of 

2010 titled “DOG LICENSING 

AND CONTROL LAW of the 

TOWN OF RUSSIA, COUNTY OF 

HERKIMER” 

As of January 1, 2011 each town in 

NYS will be responsible for the 

licensing of all dogs within their 

borders.  The town board is hold-

ing a public hearing at 6 PM on 

Monday, December 27th, for the 

purpose of discussion on the pro-

posed law, which also includes all 

dog control for the town.  The au-

thority to set dog license fees, 

enumeration fees and tag replace-

ment fees will be handled by the 

town board members by resolu-

tion.  The proposed rate changes 

will take effect as of January 1, 

2011.  The fee for a spayed or neu-

tered dog will be $ 7.00, which in-

cludes the assessment of a $ 1.00 

surcharge by NYS pursuant to Sec-

tion 110.3 of the NYS Ag and Mar-

kets Law for the purpose of carry-

ing out animal population control 

We enjoyed another great trip 

with the Town of Russia Seniors 

taken on September 16th to 

Raquette Lake, aboard the WW 

Durant, and then on to the Adiron-

dack Museum.  The day was great, 

the company so enlightening, and 

the weather held off until we 

reached the museum.  If anyone 

has pictures, please e-mail them to 

me at barleyj@ntcnet.com and I can 

save them in our archives.  We are 

already in the process of making 

plans for the 2011 Senior Trip.  Any 

ideas from our seniors are always 

welcomed and appreciated.  We 

like to visit different sections, but the 

boat rides and dinners seem to be 

the most popular. 

LOCAL LAW ON DOG LICENSING AND CONTROL 
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BLUE MOUNTAIN 

Seen from Raquette Lake 

The town of Russia summer Youth Program served 945 lunches and 946 snacks free to 

the children that attended our program during June, July and august.  This is completely 

paid for by the NYS Education Department under the Hot Food Program. 

 

Also, we employed nine youth, ages 16—18 for the summer program, whose salaries 

were 100 % financed through the Herkimer County Legislative Program for the hiring 

and placement of youth in the county for summer employment. 



It is very difficult to think that 

another year is almost past. 

All of the elected officials, staff, 

department heads, and all here 

at the town office building and 

highway garage wish everyone 

a safe, healthy and happy holi-

day season.  Merry Christmas 

to you all. 

TRASH REMOVAL DAYS 

There will be another Trash 

Day scheduled for the 

Spring of 2011, and will be 

held at only one site, the 

NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE, 

off Route 28. There will be a 

charge for tires. 

BICENTENNIEL ITEMS  

ON SALE 

We have mementos from our 

200th birthday celebration for 

sale at the Town Municipal Of-

fice Building.  Our town of Rus-

sia History Books, written by 

our town Historian, Paula John-

son,  are now ON SALE  for  

$ 8.00 each, and will make an 

excellent gift for the Holidays, or 

birthdays.   

Bank of Poland Ornaments are 

also ON SALE for $ 8.00 each, 

Coffee Mugs and mouse pads are 

$ 2.00 each, Tote Bags are $ 3.00 

each and YoYo’s —  $ .75 each.  

All of these items will make an 

excellent idea for gift giving, es-

pecially for birthdays, special 

collectors and Christmas.  Stop in 

to the Municipal Office Building 

during regular business hours to 

purchase your items. 

BICENTENNIEL ITEMS ON SALE 
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Information from your Elected 
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TOWN OF RUSSIA 

We’re on the Web! 

www.townofrussia.com 

Office Building — 2010 
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